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of crest and tubercular modification are related as effects to the 
diverse modes of mandibular movement. 

" 5. It is apparent from the facts presented throughout the con- 
text that the mandibular articulations, and correlatively the skull 
have probably been modified in shape by the movements made 
by the jaws and the forces exerted in executing them. 

" 6. From the fact that the incisor teeth are partially or entirely 
absent, or relegated to another function, in forms which have long 
prehensile tongues, mobile, prehensile lip or proboscides, it is 
held to be probable that such disappearance of the incisive den- 
tal elements is due to the assumption of their function by the 
prehensile organs indicated." 

The bearing of these conclusions on the general doctrine of 
evolution is clear enough. The author of the papers reviewed 
has endeavored, and we think with much success, to solve in 
this field, the real question in hand, which is not so much the 
" survival of the fittest" (Darwinism), as the origin of the fittest. 
In so doing he has found it necessary to avail himself of the 
hypothesis of " acceleration and retardation," and of " use and 
effort ;" views which have often found advocacy in the pages of 
this journal. We think that Mr. Ryder has supplied an im- 
portant link in the chain of evidence which connects motion 1 as 
a cause, with structure as an effect, and we shall anticipate for 
him future success in this fertile field of inquiry. 
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1 See this journal, January, 1878. 
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